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JFrance, Henry, in whose character impetuosity was
strangely moulded up with irresolution, dared not risk
this violation of feudal allegiance, the captivity of his
suzerain. The event of the war showed the policy as
well as the superior military judgement of the warlike
Chancellor. At a period somewhat later, Becket, who
was left to reduce certain castles which held out against
his master, unhorsed in single combat and took prisoner
a knight of great distinction, Engelran de Trie. He
returned to Henry in Normandy at the head of 1200
knights and 4000 stipendiary horsemen, raised and main-
tained at his own charge. If indeed there were grave
churchmen even in those days who were revolted by
these achievements in an ecclesiastic (he was still only
in deacon's orders), the sentiment was by no means
universal, nor even dominant With some his valour
<and military skill only excited more ardent admiration.
One of his biographers bursts out into this extraordinary
panegyric on, the Archdeacon of Canterbury: " Who
can recount the carnage, the desolation, which he made
at the head of a strong body of soldiers ? He attacked
castles, razed towns and cities to the ground, burned
down houses and farms without a touch of pity, and
never showed the slightest mercy to any one who rose
in insurrection against his master's authority." h

The services of Becket were not unrewarded; the
love and gratitude of his sovereign showered honours
and emoluments upon him. Among his grants were
the wardenship of the Tower of London, the lordship of
the castle of Berkhampstead and the honour of Eye,
with the service of a hundred and forty knights. Yet
there must have been other and more prolific sources
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